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THINGS TO DEMONSTRATE

What can the dog already do? (start with the basics sit, stay, come)

Sit

Stay – have dog sit, stay and walk away for 30 seconds (a good indicator that they’ve worked with dog in past)

Come

Pay particular attention to:

How many times did the person have to ask the dog to sit? (did they get it on two or 3 times, or was it 25? The fewer the better.)

To obey a command, the fewer the better

Does the dog play fetch? (this is a good indicator of intelligence)

Demonstrate any other commands that the dog knows.

What motivates the dog?

What’s the dog’s favorite thing in the whole wide world? Let’s see him play with it. 

Let’s see the dog’s intensity with its favorite thing

Let’s get a couple different looks at the dog playing different games.

Fetch, tug-of-war. Anything else?

Evaluate the bond

Best way: look at the dog’s eyes and without trying to read too much into it,

IS this dog getting it or not? (Get several CLOSE UPS of the dog’s face while doing commands)

People who have understanding of clicker training will be a plus – great but not a priority

They’ve done investigation on communication with dog

Any special Talents/Abilities?

Does your dog have any particular talents? (can balance on two feet,

runs really fast, loves to swim, loves to jump, etc.) Have them demonstrate.

